Lady Chapel windows, St Mary’s Parish Church, Whickham, Gateshead 2009

Abstract
This commission was to design and fabricate a series of four stained glass panels for the Lady Chapel of the Parish Church. The research for this commission centred on the different aspect of the Virgin Mary.  

Main Text
Mary is shown in her differing roles across the four panels, as the Stella Maris, Star of the Ocean, protector of the sailor, the Hortus Conclusus, the Enclosed Garden and the Fountain, symbolising fertility and purity. Artists working in the fifteenth century popularized in a variety of ways the theme of the Hortus Conclusus, in which the Virgin, surrounded by angels and saints, appears in a flower garden enclosed by a wall. In the Song of Solomon chapter 4:12, refers to “a garden locked is my sister my bride, a garden locked, a fountain sealed”. The fourth panel depicts the Virgin with her feet on the devil symbolising the driving down of evil (Book of Revelations).  Through the research the panels, fabricated in stained glass, were developed into a design where all four windows read both as a whole yet still retain their individuality.

Project details:

Client: St Mary’s Parish Church, Whickham. Tyne and Wear
                         
Funded by: Private Donor

Project cost:	£7,000
		   
Completion date: 2009

Selection Process: Competitive tendering from a shortlist of national artists.

