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      Inge Panneels is an artist and academic whose recent work, such as the Liverpool Map, has extensively utilised mapping processes and is currently developing a new body of work entitled Map-i which will assimilate 500 years of map-making to coincide with the anniversary of the birth of Mercator.

“The map as metaphor”

Maps have acted as a universal metaphor and have been used throughout cultures and times to visually organise information; a process that has traditionally been interpreted by artists, who were often employed as early cartographers. Artists have also, by extension, used map iconography to express their own ideas about the world. A map is of course never truly an objective instrument but rather one shaped by its time; artists have explored its potential to be subversive and create works using maps as metaphors rather than measurements of high fidelity. The integration of maps and mapping techniques is a manifestation of postmodern art, where the appropriation of past styles and conventions is an expression of its questioning nature. In mapping the cultural terrain, case studies of the work of several international artists will set the context and describe how they have assimilated maps into their works of art and questioned maps as instruments of truth-telling. This is the notion of the map as metaphor. The case studies, including the author’s Map-i project will demonstrate the use of both traditional hand-drawn maps and contemporary digital mapping techniques to gather and order complex data to create artworks with a sense of place. Map-i will examine 500 years of cartography through the heritage of Mercator. The cartographer considered his life’s most significant work to be the publication of Atlas sive Cosmographiae Meditationes de Fabrica Mundi et Fabricati Figura, a synthesis of the history of heaven and earth. The re-consideration of Mercator’s work from the 16th century with its expanded mechanistic worldview, critical in the Age of Discovery and informed by world exploration and early astronomical observations, will contrast the 21st century digital global village and its quantum worldview.


[bookmark: _GoBack]



Keywords: map, metaphor, map as art, the art in cartography


IP


Map as Metaphor

Py G
S s

o Pt et e st

E—

e e s oo aokaros oo e by s
e s e A o
Tyt s T s o o o .t
el e o e 3 o e et S St
g s e B A, T3 A o ) 05 s T co s
e ey o ot o o v 58
o e S e e
e e
e The o oS R Sl BSOS
ey oo e o e s o oor s W £ 6y
iy e e ek 3 1 B3 S




