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Research method:
Constructivist grounded theory
(Charmaz 2006), underpinned an
interpretivist ontology.

This approach was adopted
because it takes account of the
reflexive and biographical stance
of the researcher (Finlay and
Gough 2003, Alvesson and
Skoldberg 2009), and in this study
' participants were encouraged to
. relate the positioning of design

< and technology within the field
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% of STEM education.
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Participants:
The research engaged eleven practising , -
design and technology teachers and | s : -
sought to explore their attitudes to =it ke
investigate how knowledge and I

understanding of STEM is developed,

and how new knowledge is gained and :
evolves through collaboration.
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Participants were selected for their M’
ability to provide rich and varied \ | Ny j u
accounts of their experiences (Geertz - 1\ 2

1973).

" IData was gathered via a focus group

J 1and semi-structured interviews.
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. analyse the data.

Procedures advocated by Glaser 2 7
(1978) were adopted, which involved 4 ,‘;‘. -
a three stage coding process and the ”, " 2

use of theoretical memos in order to ' > ¢

Utilising procedures advocated by
Finch (1987), built up from elements
of the data, three vignettes were
created and represent aspects of the
research findings as a whole. |
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new STEM knowledge. Information shared

IS unconfined, and subsequently learning
] 1
s limitless (Dalkir 2005, Duguid 2005).

and professional online learning
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