
Hidso n,  Elizab e t h  (202 0)  Digit al  op po r t u ni ti es  for  p rofe ssion al  
d evelop m e n t.  In:  Be t t  S ho w  2 0 2 0,  2 2-2 5  Janu a ry  2 0 2 0,  Londo n,  
UK. 

Downloa d e d  fro m: h t t p://su r e . s u n d e rl a n d. ac.uk/id/e p rin t /11 4 7 7/

U s a g e  g u i d e l i n e s

Ple a s e  r ef e r  to  t h e  u s a g e  g uid elines  a t  
h t t p://su r e . s u n d e rl a n d. ac.uk/policies.h t ml  o r  al t e r n a tively  con t ac t  
s u r e@s u n d e rl a n d. ac.uk.



TECHNOLOGY, PEDAGOGY & EDUCATION ASSOCIATION tpea.ac.uk

T P E A

DIGITAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

DR ELIZABETH HIDSON

SENIOR LECTURER IN EDUCATION

UNIVERSITY OF SUNDERLAND

@DRHIDSON



TECHNOLOGY, PEDAGOGY & EDUCATION ASSOCIATION tpea.ac.uk

T P E A

WHAT IS A RESEARCH SAFARI?

 A review of selected technologies that have secure roots in research: today’s 
topic – CPD – rooted in my own background, research and specialist interests

 Followed by a guided tour around Bett today by John Sibbald of TPEA
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A snapshot survey by the Teacher 
Development Agency suggested that 

less 1% of traditional CPD ‘transformed’ 
existing practice

CUREE 2011
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THE NEED FOR CPD

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. How are teachers planning
Computing lessons?

2. How is pedagogical content 
knowledge (PCK) demonstrated in 
the planning process?

3. How is the Computer Science 
subject knowledge requirement 
being addressed by different 
teachers?

Teachers are 
resilient and 
proactive in 
the face of 
curriculum 

change 
(Hidson, 2018)
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“Higher expectations for higher quality teaching demands teachers who are well qualified, highly
motivated, knowledgeable and skillful, not only at the point of entry into teaching but also throughout
their careers.”

(Day & Sachs 2005, 3-4)

“Teachers of today and tomorrow need to do more learning on the job, or in parallel with it - where
they constantly can test out, refine, and get feedback on the improvement they make. They need access
to other colleagues in order to learn from them.”

(Fullan 2007, 297)

“Our professional identity can thus be described through how we construe and construct our own 

biographies and prior experiences, our values, beliefs, attitudes and dispositions, our motivations and 

aspirations, our specialist knowledges and abilities, and our group affinities and affiliations.” 

(Davey 2013, 163)

WHY IS CPD IMPORTANT?



https://veoeuropa.com/
https://linguacuisine.com/
http://www.propiceuropa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/eurosole/
https://www.sunderland.ac.uk/study/education/pgce-international-dl/
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THREE KEY AREAS

1. Communities of practice

2. Technology for reflective practice

3. Micro-learning opportunities

Rooted in 
theory 

research and 
evidence
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1. COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE

 Teachers in my study using CAS and social 
media

 Video platforms

 Connected mobile applications proPIC

 Shared purpose and purposeful participation

 Online teaching platforms

 MOOCs (Helen Caldwell)

 SOLE, the Granny Cloud, the MegaSOLE

 Local and distributed communities
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2. TECHNOLOGY TO BUILD PROFESSIONAL CAPITAL THROUGH 
REFLECTIVE PRACTICE

 Reflective practice through 
online support

 Web-enabled video, internet 
calling

 Video enhanced observation

 Film clubs

 Modelling of good practice

 Feedback and dialogue

88% say their confidence has risen

85% say there’s been a positive impact on collaboration

94% feel there has been a positive impact on their teaching
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3. MOBILE APPS AND MICRO-LEARNING
COACHING AND COLLABORATION AND E-PORTFOLIOS

 Linguacuisine app for language 
learning through cooking

 Tracking and monitoring systems 
and platforms

 E-portfolios in proPIC and UoS, 
Outset (TPEA)

 Video material, developed in-house 
or externally
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I’M A TEACHER…WHAT EDTECH CAN I USE FOR CPD?

 Teaching, learning, supporting others, 
researching

 Bring together these three EdTech areas for 
CPD

 Be the architect of your own professional 
learning

 Gain institutional support if possible

 Not just the what, but the how and the why

 Maintain criticality and remember the 
‘Bananarama Principle’ (Professor Steve 
Higgins) 

 The CPD shopping list in a time of austerity
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AND NOW FOR THE TOUR

Led today by John Sibbald of TPEA
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