Public Seating, Baltic Butterfly Business Quarter Gateshead 2009

Abstract
The design of this cutting edge public seating commission was part of an on-going collaboration between Cate Watkinson and Dr Vanessa Cutler of Swansea Metropolitan University, creating in this instance, two public seating units in a new development in Gateshead, Tyne and Wear. These artworks are situated outside the Open University building in Baltic Business Quarter
The commission was secured by a selection process of competitive tendering from a shortlist of national artists.

Main Text
These public seating artworks have been designed and fabricated in stainless steel and Decoran, a recycled glass/ceramic material, developed in Germany and now primarily used for cladding the facades of buildings. This highly innovative and original use of the material is cut to the design specifications, using advanced waterjet cutting technology. The material is then laminated to create the curved seat tops and ‘wing’ pieces. The research into the extended uses of the material was carried out with the assistance of Float Glass Industries, a company specialising in the industrial processing of glass.
This project highlights the many potential uses of sustainable materials such as Decoran in the public realm particularly in field of street furniture design and public seating. Combining this and the use of cutting edge technologies such as waterjet cutting puts the design of the seating to the forefront of public artwork design.

Client: Terrace Hill Developer, Gateshead Council 
                       
Funded by:  TerraceHill Developers

Public Art Officer: Anna Pepperall, Gateshead Council

Project cost:	£28,000

Main Contractor: Bowmer Kirkland

Subcontractors: Architectural Metalworkers Ltd. Newcastle
		     Float Glass Industries, Manchester

Installed by: Architectural Metalworkers Ltd. Newcastle



