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My Context

Lecturer in Early Modern
European History 2003-2022
(The University of Sunderland)

Focus on Intellectual history
16t to 18t century

Studying LISM programme
Sheffield University

Attending #CALC 2021

Presentation by Diana Park
and Lauri Bridges on
developing a module about
Wikipedia and information
equity



Participants — 8 academic historians — UK
universities

Type of institutions
N.B. Some of the participants placed their institution in two categories (Post-92+research intensive or Russell Group
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Aims of the research

explore the relationship between history academics’
conceptions of knowledge and authority in their fields
of research and their assessment of Wikipedia’s
authority and credibility as a teaching resource



Structure of the presentation

e The notion of authority in academic history in comparison to authority on Wikipedia
e The evaluation of Wikipedia by historians

e Historians’ engagement with the notion of teaching with Wikipedia.



Defining
Authority

Interviewee /:

e Authority, | think is cultural
and what counts as
authority is very bound up
with kind of cultural
assumptions and social
assumptions that we make.




Evaluating
Wikipedia

e Each participant was asked to
read two Wikipedia entries:

* One on their broad area of
research

* One on a specialised topicin
their field
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This article is avout the Frankish ruler. For other uses, see Charles Marte! (disambiguaton).
Charles Martel (c, 688 - 22 October 741) was a Frankish poltical and miltary leader who, as Duke and Prince of the

Franks and Mayor of the Palace, was the do facto ruler of Francia from 718 until his deatn. 516 Ho was a son of the
Charles, also known as "The

h statesman Pepin of Herstal and anoblewoman
Hammer" (in OId French, Marte), successfully asserted his claims to power as successor o his father as the power
behing the thron in Frankish poliics. Continuing and building on his father's work, he restored centralized government in

— Francia and began the series of Franks al Gaul
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Mainpage This artce is about Napoleon . Forather s, see Napoleon and Napoteon
Napoleon Bonaparte!®! (bom Napoleone Buonaparte; 15 August 1769 — 5 May 1821), later known by his regnal
name Napoleon 1 was a French miltary and poliicallsadsr who o5 fo pominencs during the French Revoluton
andi o soveral suecessfl campsigns during the Revolutionary Wars. He was the de factoleader of the French
Rapublic as Firs Consu fom 1799 to 1804, and was then Emperorof tha Fronch fom 1804 unt 1814 and again in
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Curent events
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Donate 1815. Napoleon's political and culturallegacy has endured o this day, and he stands as one of the most celebrated and
el controversial leaders in world history 2%

Hep Napoleon was born on the island of Corsica, not ong after s annexation by France, to a native family descending from
Leam o edt minor Itaian nobilty. 1%l He supported the French Revolution in 1789 while serving in the French army, and tried to
Gommunty porta spread is ideals to his native Corsica. He rose rapidly in the Army aftr he saved the governing French Directory by
Recent changes. fring on royalist insurgents. In 1796, he began a miltary campaign against the Austrians and their lalian llies, scoring
Unoadine and bacoming y he led a milary expodition to Egypt that served as a
Tooks springboard to politcal power. He engineered a coup in November 1799 and became First Consul of the Republic.

Differances with the United Kingdom meant that the Franch faced tha War of tha Third Coaliion by 1805. Napoleon
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1920, 1926, 1932, and 1936, and a founding member of the United Nations in San Francisco in 1945,("
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Briish East India Company was transferre to the Crown in the person of Queen Victorial"¥ (who, in 1876, was
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The July Colonne de Juillet) s in P Rovolution of
1830. It stands in the center of the Place e la Bastile and celebrates the Trois Gloriauses — the ‘hree glorious’ days
01 27-29 July 1830 that saw the fall of Charles X, King of France, and the commencement of the “July Monarchy” of
Louis-Philppe, King of the French. Itwas buil between 1835 and 1840.
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Evaluating Wikipedia: factually accurate but

* Um, it was less about facts and more about the attention that was paid to certain things over others. And
that my sense, as, [...] somebody who works on those areas is that it wasn't the right things that were being
prioritised necessarily. [...] so that's inaccuracy, but it's not [...] not factual inaccuracy but it does kind of
distort your sense of that topic. (interviewee 5)

* | point to them it's a kind of very 21st century method of sharing knowledge, but the knowledge it's sharing
is not always 21st century if you see what | mean. [...] So often there are a few case studies we can say: You
know this is a point of view from a 19th century which is now being propagated [...]digitally but actually [...]
the framework is very old, right?



Yet

* | think it's incredibly valuable. [...] And | just, | like the idea of collective responsibility [...] for the knowledge
that we have available to us. It seems to work. (interviewee 7)



Teaching With Wikipedia?

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia




Wikipedia and assessments: tensions and commonality

AIMS OF
WIKIPEDIA

Aggregate
knowledge

Present a
‘neutral point of
view’

Share
Knowledge
widely

Free access
to
knowledge




Bridging the gap?

WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encyclopedia




Wikipedia as a teaching tool or assessment

Would help with But some reservations

e Referencing appropriate sources e The fact that Wikipedia does not contribute to

e Evaluating different kinds of information writing a sustained argument

. Writing for a range of audience e The problem of student expertise to make

effective editors

e Editing might not encourage evaluation of digital

resources such as Wikipedia.



Questions/ Comments?
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