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Pop Quiz
How much do you  know?

1. What  is  the  la rges t  human-made  s t ructure  in the  his tory of the  Earth?

2. What  popula r drink can be  linked to the  t rea tment  of mala ria?

a)Vodka  & soda

b)Gin & tonic

c)Rum & coke

d)Whisky & lemonade

3 . What  part icula r type  of kit chen cut le ry or it em had a  s ignificant  impact  on Chinese  

his tory?



With a circumference of about 16.8km , the Benin Wall 

built  in 1010 AD is  known to have  been the  la rges t  man-

made s t ructure  in Wes t  Africa , loca ted in Old Benin 

Kingdom.

Benin City was  one  of the  firs t  cit ies  to have  a  

semblance  of s t ree t  light ing . Huge meta l lamps , many 

fee t  high, were  built  and placed around the  city, 

especia lly near the  king’s  pa lace . Fuelled by pa lm oil, 

the ir burning  wicks  were  lit  a t  night  to provide  

illuminat ion for t ra ffic to and from the  pa lace .

The  Walls  were  ravaged by the  Brit ish in 18 97 in the  

“Punit ive  Expedit ion” led by Rear-Admira l Harry 

Rawson in re ta lia t ion for the  so-ca lled “Benin 

Massacre” (a  surprise  a t t ack on Brit ish forces  

a t t empt ing  to capture  Benin City.)



When Winston Churchill attributed it with saving “more 

Englishmen’s  lives , and minds , than a ll the  doctors  in the  

Empire ,” he  wasn’t  re ferring  to a  milit a ry tact ic or peace  

t rea ty. Ins tead, his  accolades  were  reserved for the  g in and 

tonic.

The foundat ion of t radit ional tonic water, quinine , is  a  bit t e r 

t as t ing  a lka loid tha t  is  derived from the  bark of severa l 

species  of the genus Cinchona.

In 18 20, two French pharmacologis t s --Pierre  Joseph Pelle t ie r 

and Joseph Caventou--isola ted quinine , and la ter es tablished 

a  factory in Paris  for it s product ion. A purified vers ion was  

a lso crea ted for usage  ins tead of the  bark. 

Since  the  lowered morta lity ra te  from malaria  enabled 

Europeans  to live  in areas  where  the  disease  was  prevalent , 

quinine  has  been seen as  a  tool of nine teenth century 

colonia lism tha t  was  crit ica l for empire  expans ion throughout  

Asia  and Africa .





Student Voice
Themes from initial research 

Need for 
Diverse  

Perspect ives  
and Voices

Representa t ion 
of Cultura l 

Ident ity and 
Heritage

Enhanced 
Educat ional 

Experience through 
Decolonisa t ion

Incorpora t ion of 
Global and Diverse  

Perspect ives  in 
Course  Content

Indicators  of 
Successful 

Decolonisa t ion



Monocultures of University

Metropolit an univers it ies , in the  case  of the  European met ropolis , were  
exclus ive ly concent ra ted on the  knowledge  of the  winners  – the  
eurocent ric knowledge , or epis temology of the  north. This  knowledge  was  
based on five  main monocultures . Tha t  is  to say, exclus ive  concept ions  of 
the  world, tha t  were  t aught  a t  Univers ity:

• Knowledge
• Differences
• Linear t ime
• Sca le
• Product ivity

Learning for the elite
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Draw the diagram and 
ident ity where:

You are  on the pillars
Your s tudents  are  on the 
pillars

If you are  higher on the 
pillar than your s tudents , 
this  would be your 
privilege 

Differences  in your space 
on the pillars  are  where 
you can support  by 
providing the space for 
marginalised voices



Decolonisation Across the Ages
A need, not a want

Mid 20th 
Century

1960s - 
1970s

1980s - 
1990s

2000s - 
2020s

Global 
decolonisat ion 
movements  begin

Heightened ant i-
colonia l movements ; 
demands  for 
curriculum reform in 
higher educat ion.

Expansion of 
mult icultural 
educat ion; rise  of 
indigenous 
knowledge sys tems.

Emergence of crit ical 
race  theory and 
pos tcolonial s tudies; 
g lobal init ia t ives  for 
decolonis ing 
educat ion.



Learner Generated Content
Authentic voices in practice

Think of learner-genera ted content  as  a  symphony orches t ra . Each s tudent  is  an 
ins t rumenta lis t , bringing the ir own fla ir and voice  to the  ensemble . When s tudents  engage in 
crea t ing content , whether through research, mult imedia  project s , or reflect ive  essays , they 

cont ribute  to a  harmonious  whole  where  every note , like  every s tudent 's  perspect ive , is  
essent ia l to the  overa ll composit ion. This  collabora t ive  approach not  only enhances  learning 

but  a lso empowers  s tudents  to t ake  ownership of the ir educat ional journey.





Aatsimoyihkaan  (Prayer)
Kimmapiiypitsinni (Kindness/ Compassion)

Innakotsiiysinni (Respect for Others)
Ihpipototsp  (Purpose for Being There)

Niitsitapiysinni (To be Blackfoot)
Aksitoiyipaitapiiysiini (Being able to take on tasks independently)

Isspommaanitapiiysinni  (Being helpful to others)
Ao’ahkannaistokawa (Everything comes in pairs)

Ihkanaitapstsiwa  (Everything that is given to a person to do what they want with)
Kakyosin (Be aware of your environment, be observant)

Pommotsiiysinni  (To transfer something to other)





Fostering 
Inclusive 
Environments
Making students feel they belong

Creat ing  a  t ruly inclus ive  educa t iona l environment  
through s tudent -led approaches  is  pivota l in 
decolonis ing  educa t ion. By priorit is ing  learner voices  
and experiences , educa tors  can cult iva te  spaces  tha t  
honour na t ive  and authent ic perspect ives  and 
cha llenge  t radit iona l narra t ives . This  fos te rs  an 
a tmosphere  where  a ll s tudent s  fee l va lued and 
empowered to cont ribute  meaningfully to the  learning  
process .





Empowering Advocacy
One step at a time

Designing 
Collaborative 

Projects
Promotes  t eamwork, crit ica l 
thinking, and in-depth explora t ion 
of complex issues . Allows  s tudents  
to t ake ownership of their learning  
and cont ribute their unique 
ins ights  to the  broader academic 
discourse .

Facilitating 
Student-Led 

Learning
Enhances  leadership skills , public 
speaking abilit ies , and confidence. 
Encourages  act ive  part icipat ion 
and engagement  among s tudents , 
fos tering a  collaborat ive  learning 
environment  where  everyone 's  
expert ise  is  va lued.

Platforms for 
Publications or 
Presentations

Encourages  academic writ ing and 
presenta t ion skills . Provides  s tudents  
with a  sense  of achievement  and 
recognit ion for their scholarly 
cont ribut ions . Promotes  
accountability and pride  in their work 
while  fos tering a  culture  of 
inte llectual exchange and debate .



Srinivasa Ramanujan
Maths

Walter Tull
History

Mary Seacole
Health & Nursing

John Archer
Politics

Dr Harold Moody
Social Reform

Shen Fu-Tsung
Languages

Frederick Akbar Mahomed
Medicine

Romesh Chunder Dutt
Economy

Wu Ting-fang
Law

Rabindranath Tagore
Literature



A Roadmap of Approaches
Collaboration is key

Co-Creat ion of 
Learning 

Intent ions

Incorpora t ion 
of Student -

Selected 
Readings

Facilita t ion of 
Student -Led 
Discuss ions

Student -
Designed 

Projects  or 
Assignments

Creat ion of 
Student -Run 
Init ia t ives  or 

Events



Only a fifth of UK universities say they are 'decolonising' curriculum
Just 24 out of 128 asked about reforms to address colonial legacy are 

committed to idea (2020)

1. Empower s tudents  through act ive  part icipa t ion.
2.Fos ter inclus ivity by amplifying  diverse  voices .
3 .Enhance  learning  outcomes  with learner-generated content .

25%



Thank you 
very much!
Reece Sohdi
reece.sohdi@sunderland.ac.uk
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