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Project: John Tyrrell hasdesigned three completed models of C19
architectural engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s greatest achievements
for'a touring exhibition celebrating his work, ‘Isambard Kingdom Brunel:
Receht WorKs’ The Design Museum, London, U.K. 2000-2002. Recognised
as the'world’s first industrial designer, Brunel’s work included the Royal
Albert Bridge at Saltash, which connects Devon and Cornwall over the River
Tamar. Commissioned by the Design Museum, Tyrrell designed abstract
models using various media, including a 25 foot long version of the Saltash
bridge! Through consultation with colleagues at the National Glass Centre
at Sunderland, he specified the manufacture of laminated glass by
Pilkingtons, which served to cut the model in half at its lateral waterline
along the entire span of the bridge. The studies revealed for the first time
that Brunel used the architectural device known as the ‘Golden Section’ in
the bridge. The golden section, first found in Greek architecture, is
acknowledged as being aesthetically pleasing. It has never before been
recorded in the bridge because there have been very few surveys of

this structure.

s {0
oy \ @)
RS
i
v\

) v\.‘. . “l “.
L\“‘\‘ \\.\ TN

e,
e

-



D

" e gl




