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Development of an electronic resource (e-portfolio) used to support
trainee teachers in providing outstanding evidence in pursuit of 5‘!
Qualified Teacher Status (QTS).

Introduction

The research presented here will illustrate how senior lecturers working within
Secondary Education at Edge Hill University have devised an electronic resource (in the
form of an e-portfolio) to provide support enabling trainees to produce high quality
evidence necessary to demonstrate their competence against the standards relating to
achieving Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). This research builds on work previously
reported at the first Teacher Education Advancement Network (TEAN) conference at
Glasgow Caledonian University in 2010.
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¥~ Edge Hill University ePortfolio powered by Pebble Pad

About your Portfolio
Welcome to your Personal and Professional Development (FPD) Portfolio

3 For the duration of your BSc (Hons) Secondary Education with QTS" Initial Teacher Training programme in the Faculty of

Login /N Home Educstion at Edge Hill University you will compile evidence against each of the QTS Standards to demonstrate that you have
) A fully met the requirements.

Sorry your details were not recognised.

Halp Movies
Usemame ’ L « compile an ongoing log of evidence against each of the QTS Standards;
Pacsword . ohon o P « reflect on your experiences, both theorstical (university-based) and practical (placement-based);
. = O « link your refizctions to key sources of evidence (such as lesson plans, lesson obsarvation feedback etc);
* consider what you need to do next and how your reflections will inform your future practice.

The Pebble Pad portfolio is designed to enable you to do the following things:

[ Login |

In addi bort evidence storad slectronically, you will also have maternials which 3 lable only in hard copy which could be
usa: r.t- nce 3gainst the Standards. Su !'I' doop) vidence should be t ﬂc n Additional Standards Evidence
File (ASEF[I make these sasily scoessible for review purposes.

Guidance for completion

T

Each time you record evidence 3gainst one or more of the QTS Standards plesse ensurs you do the following:
it g Recodtr-e Ste.
EF!CE‘:‘?‘E\.E-’CI:EF.‘Y\_,"SJ > Rt o 0 Bovalvit v T Tollouep desioaa

« What? What happened? What did you do? What did ppldo
+ 5o what? What was the cutcome? What was the impact o ct?
* Now what? What did you realise? What will you do 3= 3 resu It What will you change?

PebblePad News &

3. Clearly indicate where evidence can be found to support what you have recorded against the Standard(s).

This may take the form of:

» hyper links to electronic resources you have uploaded into Pebble Pad;
+ hyper links to web sites stc.;
« references to the locstion of hard copy evidence stored in the Additional Standards Evidence File (ASEF)

Frequently Asked Questions (3
9 Y oty = Examples can be seen for Q1, OB, Q19 and Q33

How your Portfolio will be assessed
3000077 The portfolic forms part of the Parsonal and Frofessional Devalopment modules:
« SPD1000 Personal and Professional Development (1) [studied in Yaar 1 (Lavel 4)]

+ SPD2000 Personal and Professional Development (2) [studied in Year 2 (Level )]
« SPD32000 Personal and Professional Development (2) [studied in Year 3 (Level )]

of your BSc (Hons) Secondary Education with QTS™ programme.

It is assessad on 3 PASS/FAIL basis. You must ensure that is updated on 3 regular basis throughout each year of the

As previously reported, (Wooff and Bell 2010), the Training and Development Agency
(TDA) for schools, produces a variety of information to support trainees in demonstrating
their ability to meet the standards for Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). These are
published on the TDA website and detail, in a narrative fashion, evidence that can be
used in support of trainees meeting the standards. This information was published on
the TDA website in November 2007. Other English institutions such as: Bath University
and Brunel University produce and publish lists which can be used by their trainees as
simple checklists to help trainees gather evidence for their professional portfolios. The
TDA itself does not publish nor endorse such lists of material. Consequently, the
relevant literature that exists considers development of e-portfolio’s in general.

Discussion

Methodology

A commercially available software package, (PebblePad,) was utilised to run and host
the e-portfolio developed to aid trainees in the pursuit of achieving “outstanding “ status.
Once the user has logged on to their secure workspace they are faced with a simple
front page listing all of the QTS standards and some brief explanatory notes. There are
also some links basic self-help files and documentation to aid the user in completing
their portfolio.

The methodology adopted in this work is that of a piece of on going action research,
originating from work initially analysed and presented as a case study (Wooff and Bell
2010). it is evident that the supporting documentation produced from this work is organic
in nature and it will continue to evolve over time as more trainees complete their studies
and provide yet further suitable evidence in pursuit of the standards for QTS. Further, it
will be possible to evaluate the full effectiveness and impact of this form of evidence
collation after completion by the current cohort of trainee teachers undertaking their
relevant Initial Teacher Training (ITT) course .

“Secondary NQTs rated the overall quality of assessment and
feedback they received, and support and guidance they
received to achieve the standards for QTS, higher than in the
previous survey”.

http://www.tda.gov.uk/upload/resources/pdf/r/results_nqt_survey09.pdf

This phase of the work presented here is very much in its infancy. Consequently, there
IS very little qualitative data available from which to draw any meaningful conclusions to
date. As this is a new initiative, its progress will be charted and monitored, data will be
collected and analysed subsequent to the completion of the final cohort.

Evidence gathered so far indicates that there is a mixed response to this method of
assembling a portfolio of work to demonstrate that one has met the standards necessary
for the award of QTS. Some of the abridged comments from users regarding this
Initiative are captured below:

“I like the use of an electronic portfolio, this means | can simply
upload my lesson plans, resources, schemes of work and other
things which | have written whilst on my teaching practice. The
only problem that | find is having to scan stuff in like lesson
observations and minutes from meetings. | have to do this at
school as | haven’t got a scanner at home — | suppose it means |
just have to be more organised.”

“The idea is good, but I like having a folder | can look through. |
know that it’s a pain to carry around at times but it does mean
that | can easily get to things without having to get to a PC. |
tend to have a poor internet connection at home so find it
awkward to use, it often freezes or | loose connection for a bit
and can’t access it, personally I'd rather use a folder.”

“I know that some of my classmates don’t like it, but | think its
really good. | don’t scan things though, that would be hard
going, instead | take photo’s on my phone and bluetooth them
to my PC and upload them. I’ve tried scanning, but this is
quicker. | also like that | don’t have folders to carry and | can
access this from anywhere with an internet connection”.

ot ey Ty Setarad - > ot .
o .%,}R;g A e "‘“’.'.'47
‘t#? %’;J 4\\.’ \“x’;\!‘ u i _" v R >—.-.t ¢ 3 34 ~
S s L P -t A L)
. . ::Q?» R S8 i 37 &
- Q‘\&u ' I%’v“{m}m«\— ™ St - o e L .i,\‘ S
: - — - — — — —— - - —— '(":’(A\.ul‘ J""-‘v: 3 cd . s
i - = %ﬁs"f;: o o e R s o g
7 i -"""‘Wh“‘ u“c "‘" R KBS fEAATILRRT et . ot
- ) N et o L R I EAT -0 & saeile = PR g fl - Ve it O Tt ’ . »
| :. A'.o "
= 7"'_:‘. i o !
- . 44 "" T :_.‘
Sties . B %A
Pt |
p——rv— e feason
——, st
| :. ',_' -
: ‘ i) 2
- o
i ¥ ' . ﬁ )
) ip - vy )
T SRAT s bl {
4 ‘-\n"‘)4 ' 1 . ]

emplate eated by Da e Be pelld@edge a and David 00 ooffd@edge



