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Friendly space policy

The goal of this session is to create an encouraging space for 
collective learning. This requires intentional behavior, wherein 
participants are conscious of and accountable for the effect of 
their statements and actions on others. We respect our 
experiences and the experiences of others and recognise that we 
can’t do this work without one another. 

We agree to hold each other accountable to foster a Brave, 
Friendly Space.



09:30 - 09:35: Welcome

09:35 - 09:45: S igning In

09:45 - 10:00: Overview

10:00 - 10:15: Userpage S etup

10:15 - 10:25: Live E diting Demo

10:25 - 10:30: B R E AK

Agenda: P art One



10:30 - 10:45: A S ite for C ulture

10:45 - 10:50: Who Has  T he R ights?

10:50 - 11:05: C ommons T ask

11:05 - 11:15: S haring

11:15 - 11:25: G LAM Discuss ion

11:25 - 11:30: C los ing

Agenda: P art T wo



Introduction to Wikipedia

Leah Emary and Lucy Hinnie, Wikimedia UK

with thanks to Dr Sara Thomas for the slides



The Wikimedia projects



An encyclopedia

Neutral point of view

Free content that anyone can 
use, edit and distribute

Respect and civility

No firm rules

Thermos - Own work. CC BY-SA 2.5



Content gaps
Wikimedia P rojects  are not neutral. Who edits  - and 

what they choos e to focus  on - matters . 

90% of editors  are men

Most of these men are white

<1 in 5 biographies  about women on E nglish 
Wikipedia

E ven fewer trans  / gender nonconforming
representations

R acial bias  pers is ts

K nowledge is  Western-centric

https://www.glamour.com/story/the-women-of-wikipedia-are-writing-themselves-into-history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_bias_on_Wikipedia
https://blog.wikimedia.org.uk/2021/05/non-western-art-and-artists-heavily-under-represented-on-wikipedia/
https://blog.wikimedia.org.uk/2021/05/non-western-art-and-artists-heavily-under-represented-on-wikipedia/
https://blog.wikimedia.org.uk/2021/05/non-western-art-and-artists-heavily-under-represented-on-wikipedia/


https://blog.wikimedia.org.uk/2021/05/non-western-art-and-artists-heavily-under-represented-on-wikipedia/


Let’s get started!

Your Workshop Session

Photo by Danielle MacInnes on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@dsmacinnes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/start?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Please log in to Wikipedia



Create a 
Wikipedia 

Account

1. G o to E nglis h Wikipedia

2. C lick Create Account in the top right 
corner of the s creen.

3. T ype your chos en account name into 
Username .

4. T ype your Password and enter it again in 
Confirm Password .  Don’t us e your online 
banking pas s word!

5. Add your Email address if you want to be 
notified about pages  you create.

6. C omplete the Captcha Security check.

7. C lick Create your account to finis h.

8. Y ou will return to the Wikipedia 
homepage, logged in as  your new us er 
account.

Anyone can create a user account 
in Wikipedia. Y ou should choose 
your username carefully as  this  is  
the name by which you will be 
known within Wikipedia and that 
will appear on all the edits  that you 
make.

https://en.wikipedia.org


Please log in to the dashboard*

* What is a dashboard and why do we use them?





Today we’re going to learn about 
the potential of Wikimedia.



The building 
blocks of an 
article...

Students in a bricklaying class, Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia Abstract/medium: 1 photographic 
print. Johnston, Frances Benjamin, 1864-1952, photographer - Library of Congress. Public Domain











Wikipedia is the encyclopedia that 
anyone can edit…

… but that doesn’t mean you can 
say just anything



The Marmot of Notability

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability

If a topic has received significant coverage in 
reliable sources that are independent of the 
subject , it is presumed to be suitable for a stand-
alone article or list.

Inklein at the English language Wikipedia [GFDL or CC-BY-SA-3.0]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Independent_sources


The Reliable Sources Racoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources

Wikipedia articles should be based on reliable, published sources , making sure that all 
majority and significant minority views that have appeared in those sources are 
covered (see Wikipedia:Neutral point of view). If no reliable sources can be found on a 
topic, Wikipedia should not have an article on it.

By Ken Thomas (KenThomas.us (personal website of photographer)) [Public 
domain], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability#Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability


Reliable Sources

Y E S  
● Academic textbooks
● B roadsheet newspapers
● P ublished books
● P eer-reviewed journals

NO 
● T abloid newspapers
● S elf-published blogs
● Hearsay
● P ersonal conversations



The Salamander of Systemic Bias

What about underrepresented 
voices?
●C itation justice
● Ways  of knowing
● Ongoing work to redress  imbalance

Petar Milošević, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


The Neutral PoV Nine banded armadillo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_poi
nt_of_view

All encyclopedic content on Wikipedia must be 
written from a neutral point of view (NPOV), 
which means representing fairly, proportionately, 
and, as far as possible, without editorial bias, all of 
the significant views that have been published by 
reliable sources on a topic.

By leppyone (Nine-banded Armadillo) [CC BY 2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_of_view_(philosophy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability


Encyclopedic Tone

Y E S  
● F actual
● Neutral
● R epresents  what’s  already known

NO 
● E xaggeration
● S peculation
● Drawing new conclus ions

Some say...
The best!



The Conflict of Interest Capybara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest

Conflict of interest (COI) editing involves contributing to Wikipedia about yourself, family, 
friends, clients, employers, or your financial and other relationships.

COI editing is strongly discouraged on Wikipedia.

Editors with a COI, including paid editors, are expected to

disclose it whenever they seek to influence an affected article's

content.
CaplinRous at English Wikipedia [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 
or CC BY 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:PAY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest#howtodisclose


The Batman Principle

YES 
● B at-fan
● Doctor of B atman S tudies

NO 
● B atman
● B ruce Wayne
● Alfred
● T he J oker!

MAY B E ?  
● Wayne E nterprises  employeePhoto by Yulia Matvienko on Unsplash

Who can edit 
my entry?

https://unsplash.com/@yuliamatvienko?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/batman?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Remember! ● Notability
● R eliable S ources
● Avoid S ystemic B ias
● Neutral P OV
● E ncyclopaedic T one
● T he B atman P rinciple

P hoto by K elly S ikkema on Uns plas h

https://unsplash.com/@kellysikkema?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/reminder?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Let’s log in and get started!



Create your userpage!

(10 mins)



How to Create 
Your User 
Page

1. Answer the new user questions



How to Create 
Your User 
Page

Click on your user name on the top right



How to Create 
Your User 
Page

2. You’ll be guided to your new Homepage



If you would like 
a newcomer 
homepage

● F or people with an ‘older’ Wikipedia account
● G o to P references  -> Us er P rofile 
● S croll to the bottom
● T ick the ‘Dis play Newcomer Homepage’ box



3. In the top left corner you will see these three tabs.

C lick into your ‘Us er P age’



Your page should now look like this.



How to Create 
Your User 
Page

1. Type a sentence into the main text box to 
introduce yourself to the Wikipedia community. 
e.g. Hi, my name is Ewan and I am a volunteer 
at the Workers Education Association in North 
East England.

2. S elect the Insert > Template option from the 
dropdown menu.

3. T ype This is a new user in the box.
4. S elect the This is a new user link.
5. C lick Insert (ignore the message about 

a parameter) .   A s tatement will appear on your 
page identifying you as  a new us er.

6. C lick Publish Changes in the top right of the 
s creen.

7. T ype a s hort edit s ummary of ‘created user 
page‘.

8. C lick Publish Changes again.



Visual editor

Adding a link to 
another Wikipedia 
page - a “wikilink”

Bullet points

Headings
Basic formatting Adding a reference

Adding pictures, 
reference lists, 
templates

Special characters

(Can also be used for 
external links)



Ideas for Editing

IDEAS 
● Edit existing entries

● citations

● typos

● check for tone

● add information

● add images

● add infoboxes

● Create new entries

● Add categories

● Upload images  to C ommons

P hoto by P aolo Nicolello on Unsplash

Help! What 
can I do?

https://unsplash.com/@paul_nic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/confused?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Comfort Break

P hoto by R umman Amin on Uns plas h

https://unsplash.com/@rumanamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/cup-of-tea?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Wikimedia Commons

‘a collection of 85,659,356* freely usable media files  to which anyone 
can contribute’

* accurate on 13/7/22 



How can Wikimedia help build 
cultural environments  online?



CURRENT CONNECTED HERITAGE PARTNERSHIPS 



Commons Drives
Create the content you want to see



Wiki Loves Earth 2021
(C ymru)

Annual international

photography contest

DURATION

Upload images  to C ommons

Under open licens ing

KEY POINTS

1887 images  uploaded

52 uploaders

324 used in Wikis

One amazing hare!

IMPACT



Ysgyfarnog/brown hare by Alun Williams333, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ysgyfarnog_brown_hare.jpg


Wikimedian in Residence/
Women in R ed

Ongoing, s ince 2016

P ermanent s ince 2019

DURATION

277 S ess ions         

1,425 students  trained        

556 staff trained

578 members  of the public

>50 Women in R ed sess ions

IMPACT

114 editathons        

998 articles  created        

3,546 articles  improved

T he E dinburgh S even

MORE(!) IMPACT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh_Seven




Citation Justice

One-off event 2021

Leeds  Univers ity C entre for 

African S tudies  (LUC AS )

Univers ity of Leeds  Library

WMUK

DURATION

Help increase the 

representation of African 

scholars  on Wikipedia

KEY POINTS

269 references  added

500,000+ views

IMPACT

https://lucas.leeds.ac.uk/
https://lucas.leeds.ac.uk/


Aberdeen Convicts

3 month postgrad 

res idency

DURATION

Mugshots  of ‘habitual 

criminals ’

Data from historic registers

KEY POINTS

Images  and data uploaded 

in bulk to Wikidata

Analys is  of 278 records

IMPACT



Aberdeen Convicts



Project Pages
Places to unite resources







Licensing and copyright
Anything uploaded to Wikimedia mus t be in the public domain or freely licens ed

Not every collection will be s uitable: we can advis e you.

C ommons:Licens ing https ://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/C ommons:Licens ing#Well-known_licenses (accessed 10/09/21).

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing#Well-known_licenses
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing#Well-known_licenses
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing#Well-known_licenses


Uploading Images



The Commons Homepage



Sidebar:
C lick to upload

T oolbar:
S ee contributions



Options for use

F ile dimens ions  and 
s pecifications



Metadata

License Info

C aptions



Bulk Upload to 
C ommons with 

P attypan

https://media.ed.ac.uk/media/Tower%20Block%20Archive%20-%20Aberdeen%20Pattypan%20Upload%20to%20Wikimedia%20Commons/1_1evmjqh8


Demonstration Upload

P hoto by Markus  S pis ke on Uns plas h

https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/photograph?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Uploading Time

P etar Milošević, C C  B Y -S A 4.0, via Wikimedia C ommons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Sharing

Wilfredor, C C 0, via Wikimedia C ommons



How could this work for you?



Help?
S ometimes  things  go wrong and get 

confus ing or even hostile. If you or other 

trainees  have technical questions  or need 

support, you can ask them on-wiki or you 

can ask them in some new S lack 

channels . Y ou can also ask us  directly.

● #wiki-help-desk: general help

● #new-to-wiki

S LAC K  S P AC E S

● T he T ea House
WIK I S P AC E

● connectedheritage@ wikimedia.org.uk
C ONT AC T  US

@ wikimediauk

@ wiki_hinnie

@ LeahE mary

https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NFM0TWF7
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://wikimediauk.slack.com/archives/C03NM1FNML4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Teahouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Teahouse
mailto:connectedheritage@wikimedia.org.uk
mailto:connectedheritage@wikimedia.org.uk
https://twitter.com/wikimediauk
https://twitter.com/wiki_hinnie
https://twitter.com/LeahEmary


What next?

● B ook a s lot via C alendly
P AR T NE R S HIP  ONE  ON ONE S

● We will email you a link to 

these s lides

R E S OUR C E S

● connectedheritage@ wikimedia.org.uk

● S ign up to our mailing lis t

C ONT AC T  US

@ wikimediauk

@ wiki_hinnie

@ LeahE mary

https://calendly.com/wmuk-ch
mailto:connectedheritage@wikimedia.org.uk
mailto:connectedheritage@wikimedia.org.uk
https://wikimedia.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=001c59c50811925b2fefe62ae&id=60bc37e9d7
https://wikimedia.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=001c59c50811925b2fefe62ae&id=60bc37e9d7
https://twitter.com/wikimediauk
https://twitter.com/wiki_hinnie
https://twitter.com/LeahEmary
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